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April 15, 1999
Contact: Kate Kahan, coordinator, Take Back the Night, 243-4153.
SERIES OF EVENTS PLANNED FOR TAKE BACK THE NIGHT
MISSOULA—
During this month’s celebration of Take Back the Night in Missoula, survivors of sexual
violence and their supporters will come together to share stories, heal emotional wounds and
protest violence against women.
This year’s theme, “Hear Our Voice, Understand Our Courage,” recognizes the
courageousness of survivors who come forward and participate in Take Back the Night.
The week of events begins Saturday, April 24, with the Missoula Human Rights
Coalition’s second annual Freedom Daze benefit concert. Events throughout the week include
dance, music and theatrical performances, a poetry reading and self-defense classes. The
highlight of Take Back the Night is the annual rally, march and speak-out, which begins at 7
p.m. Friday, April 30, at the Missoula County Courthouse.
All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.
Take Back the Night began as a candlelight march in Belgium and quickly spread to
communities around the globe. It has been held in Missoula since 1977.
Missoula’s Take Back the Night activities are sponsored by YWCA Pathways and the
University of Montana’s Women’s Center, Student Assault Recovery Services and Peers
Reaching Out to Students.
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The schedule is as follows:
Saturday, April 24
■

Freedom Daze, a day of music at Caras Park, will take place from 11 a.m. to 11
p.m. The free event is sponsored by the Missoula Human Rights Coalition and
will include craft, food and beverage vendors.

Sunday, April 25
■

Take Back the Night Art Collective, a display by local artists on the themes of
courage and healing, opens at Catalyst Espresso and runs through Friday, April
30.

Monday, April 26
■

UM’s modern dance repertory in residence, the Montana Transport Company,
presents a special performance in honor of Take Back the Night at 8 p.m. in the
University Center Commons. The event is sponsored by Student Assault Recovery
Services and the University Council on Sexual Assault, and will feature a question
and answer session with the directors and dancers after the performance.

Tuesday, April 27
■

“Looking Back, Facing Forward,” an original play by Diane Johnston, will be
presented at 7:30 p.m. in the Masquer Theatre.

Wednesday, April 28
■

“Drawing the Shades,” a multimedia program incorporating drama, music and
Missoula statistics, reveals the true stories of four survivors of sexual violence.
The performance begins at 8:30 p.m. at the Crystal Theatre. It is sponsored by the
-more-
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UM Student Health Services peer educators.
■

“Looking Back, Facing Forward,” an original play by Diane Johnston, will be
presented at 7:30 p.m. in the Masquer Theatre.

Thursday, April 29
■

A Day of Peace and Pampering for Women will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the YWCA. The day will include free massages, meditation, feng shui,
aromatherapy and chakra workshops.

■

“Womyn With a Why” features poetry and prose about sexual violence and the
healing process by five Missoula writers, beginning at 7 p.m. at Catalyst
Espresso. The public is invited to speak during an open mike hour.

■

“Looking Back, Facing Forward,” an original play by Diane Johnston, will be
presented at 7:30 p.m. in the Masquer Theatre.

Friday, April 30
■

The annual Take Back the Night Rally, March and Speak-out begins at 7 p.m. at
the Missoula County Courthouse. The rally will include local speakers, dancers,
musicians, poets and performers. After the speak-out, the band Raised by Wolves
will perform two sets at Bagels on Broadway, located across the street from the
courthouse.

Saturday, May 1
■

Self-defense classes will be given by Zekra Brasher, a certified self-defense
instructor from Portland, Ore. Two classes will be offered in Schreiber
Gymnasium: from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 2 to 6 p.m. The morning class is for
-more-
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women only and focuses on self-defense in sexual assault scenarios, while the
afternoon class is open to both men and women and is geared toward self-defense
in hate crime situations, including racial, sexual and homophobic prejudice. The
classes are free, but a $5 deposit is required to reserve a space; it will be returned
at the beginning of class. For more information or to register, call Shana at the
Women’s Center, 243-4153.
Sunday, May 2
■

Local musician Jenn Adams will perform at the Old Post at 9 p.m. All donations
benefit Take Back the Night and the Women’s Center.

■

Self-defense classes with Zekra Brasher continue. See Saturday, May 1, listing for
details.
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